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Focus of US foreign policy shifts to 

Central America after the War 

 Was premised by 
the Monroe 
Doctrine of 1823 

 That US would stay 
out of Europe and 
would oppose 
European 
intervention in the 
Western 
Hemisphere 



US was also interested in 

expanding in the Far East 

 Interested in 
China 

 

 American 
merchants 
feared they 
would be left out 
of trade markets 

 

 A weak country 
who was carved 
up into “spheres 
of influence” by 
Europe 





In response, Secretary of State John 

Hay authored the “open door policy” 

Sent Diplomatic 
notes to Russia, 
France, 
Germany, 
Britain, and 
Japan asking 
them for equal 
trading rights 
and 
transportation 
facilities in China 



However, many Chinese did not 

want Westerns in China… 

 “Boxers” killed over 

200       

missionaries and 

other whites and 

besieged foreign 

diplomats in Beijing  

 Did not succeed 

“…destroy the foreigner!"  



  

A Multi-National Force Put 
Down the Boxer Rebellion 

From left: Britain, U.S., 
Australia, British India, 
Germany, France, Austria-
Hungary, Italy, Japan 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/Troops_of_the_Eight_nations_alliance_1900.jpg


Meanwhile back in the Western 

Hemisphere… 



 McKinley was assassinated in 

September, 1901, by a Polish 

anarchist 

 



    Vice President Theodore 

 Roosevelt became the youngest 

 president in U.S. history (age 42) 

  Pledged to carry out McKinley’s 

 policies but became the most 

 reform-minded president up to 

 that time 

 



Chapter Theme 2 

 President Theodore Roosevelt 
pursued an aggressive foreign 
policy that bolstered the 
Monroe Doctrine and asserted 
U.S. influence in Latin America 
and East Asia.   



President Theodore Roosevelt’s foreign 

policy 

        1. First U.S. president to play a      

significant role in world affairs 

        2. “Big Stick” policy resulted in      

imperialism in the Western    

Hemisphere: “Speak softly but carry a big stick 

[and] you will go far” 

        3. Major proponent of military and naval 

preparedness  

 



Foreign Policy Of Theodore 

Roosevelt 

 Extended the 
Monroe Doctrine 
into what was 
known as the 
“Roosevelt 
Corollary” 

The United States 
has the chief 
responsibility for 
adjudicating any 
conflicts between 
Europe and Latin 
America…became 
known as the “Big 
Stick Policy.” The first test to the 

Corollary occurred in 
the Venezuelan Crisis of 
1902 

http://www.pinzler.com/ushistory/corollarysupp.html
http://www.pinzler.com/ushistory/corollarysupp.html


The Panama Canal 

 When TR became 
President he 
wanted to… 

 To do this the US 
agreed to the 
Hay-Pauncefote 
Treaty with the 
French 

 Build a Canal 
across Central 
America 

 Keep Europe out of 
Latin American 
affairs. 

Granted the US 
the sole right 
to build and 
control a canal. 
Was to remain 
free and open 
to ships from 
all nations. 

Why would a 
Canal be 
important? 



But where should the Canal be 

Built? 

 First place 
considered was 
Nicaragua. Was 
free of disease 
and only had 
about 50 miles to 
dig… 

 However in 1902 
a volcano 
exploded on the 
island of 
Martinique. US 
believed to be 
unsafe 



Option number two…Panama 



However Panama was controlled 

by Columbia… 
 Knowing that 

Panama was 
unhappy under 
Columbian rule, a 
revolution was 
staged with the 
help of the French 
Canal agent 
Philippe Bunau-
Varilla 

 the new Foreign 
Minister Bunau-
Varilla! 

 Roosevelt 
supported the 
revolution, sending 
navy to ensure 
victory 

 US quickly 
recognized Panama 
and negotiated a 
treaty with… 

“I took the 
Canal” 



Building the Canal… 

 Had to deal with 
disease. Over 
5,600 workers died 

 

 Army Physician, 
William Gorgas was 
able to wipe out 
yellow fever by 
draining local 
water areas 



More than 43,000 
laborers worked on the 
Canal.  Were divided into 
Gold and Silver Star 
Workers 

Most work was done with 
pick ax, shovel, and 
dynamite.  Work ended in 
1914 with the cost of 352 
million 



Traveling through 
the canal takes 
approximately 10-12 
hours 

The water route 
from New York to 
San Francisco was 
8,000 miles shorter  
Allowed Navy to 
move quicker 

“The land divided, the 
world united” 

On December 31, 1999 the 
canal was returned to the 
government of Panama 

http://www.pancanal.com/eng/index.html


Welcome Back! 

Bell Ringer: 
complete 
primary 
document 
analysis on T. 
Roosevelt’s 
foreign policy. 

 Agenda and Objective: 
1.Through notes and 
discussion, students 
will identify 
components of  Taft 
and Wilson’s foreign 
policy in Latin 
America. 

 2. Through a practice 
quiz, students will 
prepare themselves 
for tomorrow’s quiz. 



Latin America and William 

Howard Taft 

 Turned away from 
“big stick” 
diplomacy and 
supported “Dollar 
Diplomacy” 

 Urged American 
banks and 
businesses to 
invest in Latin 
America 



Woodrow Wilson and Latin 

America 

 Was weary of dollar 
diplomacy 

 Believed that heavy 
investment would 
actually harm weak 
nations 

 Feared that 
investors would 
take all profits and 
influence local 
governments 



One area of concern for Wilson 

was Mexico… 

 



 Ruled by dictator 
Porfilio Diaz who 
was a friend of 
the United States 

 

 However Madero 
was executed, 
allowing 
Victoriano 
Huerta to 
proclaim himself 
ruler of Mexico 

 In the revolution 
of 1911, Diaz was 
overthrown by 
Francisco Madero 



Shift in American Foreign 

Policy!! 

Wilson refused to recognize new 
government set up by Huerta… 

Government now must be based on 
free elections before US will 
recognize… 

 In response, Heurta arrested 
Americans in Mexico. US sent Navy 
to port city of Vera Cruz… 



The United 
States 
supported two 
local 
revolutionaries 
to help 
overthrow 
Heurta… 

Venustiano 
Carranza 

And Pancho 
Villa 



Huerta was eventually 
overthrown in 1916 
with the United States 
supporting Carranza… 

Villa was determined 
to gain control by 
attacking a train in 
Northern Mexico, 
killing 12 Americans 

Wilson 
threatened by 
sending troops. 
Villa went on a 
killing spree 
across the Rio 
Grande killing 
3 soldiers and 
a boy 

US troops 
were never 
able to find 
Villa.  Ends 
up being 
assassinated 
in 1923. 

But Wilson had other worries… 



WORLD WAR I 



Review! 

Define… 

Big Stick Policy 

Dollar Diplomacy 

Moral/Missionary Diplomacy 


